
The Olana Partnership and Wave Farm’s WGXC 90.7-FM are pleased to present a 

groundbreaking event featuring site-specifi c works in performance, sound, text, 

installation, and movement. Artists refl ect on and react to Olana as an ambitious 

and early environmental work.

DJ Spooky, Pauline Oliveros, Japanther, 
eteam, robbinschilds, Bobby Previte, Maximilian Goldfarb, 

Greg Fox, Nadja Verena Marcin, David Kermani, Archie Rand, 
Nancy Shaver, Ann Lauterbach, Beth Schneck, and Cara Turett

Olana’s 250-acre landscape was originally designed in response to its integral 

views—the “Olana Viewshed”—by Hudson River School artist Frederic Church. 

The Framing the Viewshed: Groundswell route follows Olana’s historic Ridge 

Road. When Church created this road, he famously wrote, “I can make more and 

better landscapes in this way than by tampering with canvas and paint in the 

studio.”  

While passing through native woodlands and open meadows, participants interact 

with the artists and Olana’s background elements, which include the distant 

mountains of Vermont and the nearby City of Hudson; the Mount Merino hillside 

which was protected by Scenic Hudson; the site of the regional St. Lawrence 

Cement battle; the original property of Thomas Cole, the founder of the Hudson 

River School and Church’s teacher; the site of the famed Catskill Mountain House, 

America’s great wilderness hotel, which disappeared in fl ames in 1963; and Blue 

Hill, which Church painted and which has recently been threatened with a larger 

communications tower along its ridgeline. The event culminates on the East Lawn 

next to Church’s Persian-inspired house. This vantage point includes a view of 

the proposed site of a massive nuclear power plant, which was defeated in the 

1970s because of Olana’s landscape and its iconic view of river and mountains—

an unprecedented intersection of American art and environmentalism.

F R A M I N G  T H E  V I E W S H E D : 

GROUNDSWELL
S U N D AY,  S E P T E M B E R  2 2 ,  2 0 1 3 .   2 P M  -  6 P M
OLANA STATE HISTORIC SITE,  HUDSON, NY




